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Overview 

Oxfordshire County Council has commissioned and supported the Boogie Mites School Ready Music 

Programme across early years settings, schools and childminders to strengthen school readiness, 

communication and home learning. The programme uses structured, evidence-informed music-making 

(singing, rhythm, movement and instruments) to support children aged 0–5.  

Delivery since 2020 has included: 

• Targeted work with EYFS teams in primary schools 

• Engagement with PVI settings and childminders 

• Family-focused sessions (online and in community venues such as libraries) 

• Practitioner CPD, resources and ongoing training support  

What we have done 

• Embedded Boogie Mites in school readiness work across Oxfordshire, including work with primary 

schools.  

• Delivered music-making programmes in settings and schools, including weekly sessions and 

practitioner training.  

• Supported childminders through library sessions, increasing access to high-quality learning 

experiences and practical ideas for everyday provision.  

• Engaged families directly, including online and face-to-face sessions to strengthen home learning.  

• Reached significant numbers of settings and families through structured courses and partnerships 

(e.g. multiple settings completing programmes and families engaged).  

Impact and outcomes 

Feedback from schools, practitioners and families demonstrates consistent positive impact: 

Children 

• Improved attention, listening and engagement during group activities  

• Increased confidence and self-expression, including use of voice and instruments  

• Stronger coordination and physical development through movement and rhythm  

• Observable progress in communication and language development, including early phonological 

awareness  

Practitioners 

• Increased confidence in delivering music-based learning and embedding it into daily practice  

• Improved understanding of how music supports children’s development and learning  
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Parents and carers 

Greater confidence in supporting learning at home, with  

• 95% reporting improved confidence in recognising their child’s development 

• 90% reporting increased understanding of how music supports early literacy  

• Improved engagement in transition activities and stronger relationships with schools  

Link to children’s development (EYFS) 

Boogie Mites directly supports multiple areas of learning and development: 

• Communication and Language 

Builds vocabulary, listening skills and phonological awareness through songs, rhyme and repetition  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Supports confidence, participation, turn-taking and group interaction  

• Physical Development 

Enhances coordination, movement and rhythm through active music-making  

• Literacy (early foundations) 

Strengthens pre-phonics skills essential for early reading  

• Mathematics (early concepts) 

Supports pattern recognition, sequencing and rhythm  

• Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Encourages attention, engagement, memory and sustained focus  

Contribution to school readiness 

Across Oxfordshire, Boogie Mites has been used as a key tool to support school readiness, particularly: 

• Supporting transition into Reception 

• Building foundations for phonics and early literacy 

• Strengthening attention, listening and group learning skills 

• Encouraging parent engagement in learning at home  

Practitioners report that children are more focused, confident and ready to engage in learning following 

participation in the programme.  

Summary 

The Boogie Mites programme in Oxfordshire demonstrates that structured music-making is a highly 

effective, scalable approach to supporting early development and school readiness. Through a 

combination of practitioner training, direct delivery and family engagement, the programme has: 

• Improved key developmental outcomes for children 

• Increased practitioner confidence and quality of provision 

• Strengthened home learning and parental involvement 

This work aligns strongly with national priorities around communication and language, early 

literacy and closing the attainment gap at age 5.  
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Key Impact 

• Stronger communication & language 

Improved listening, vocabulary and early phonics skills 

• Increased confidence & participation 

Children more engaged, expressive and willing to join in 

• Improved attention & school readiness 

Better focus, group skills and readiness for Reception 

• Enhanced physical development 

Coordination, movement and rhythm strengthened 

• More confident practitioners 

Staff embedding music effectively in everyday practice 

• Positive parent engagement 

Increased confidence supporting learning at home 

 


