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Overview of Project

The Lanyado Fund approached Boogie Mites in 2021 to explore funding a trial music project in
primary schools in disadvantaged areas. During the following year, Boogie Mites worked with
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) teams at six schools in London, delivering staff training to
introduce the Boogie Mites School Ready Music Programme (BMSRMP).

Developed over a decade, the BMSRMP supports literacy and wider early childhood
development. For previous projects delivered by Boogie Mites teachers, evaluations on
children’s development were very positive. This project aimed to make the programme
sustainable by embedding it into school practice, enabling the EYFS team to deliver the
programme in-house, and to include parent engagement where possible.

The ultimate goal is to create a scalable and sustainable model for delivering the BMSRMP in
pre-school and reception classes nationwide, with a focus on narrowing the attainment gap in
areas of high deprivation through the power of music.

Phase 2 of the Project
In September 2024, all six schools were reviewed to assess continued use of the programme.

Schools reported strong benefits but noted the need for refresher training for new staff and
increased involvement of SENCos, especially for ARP/SEND groups. Parent workshops had not
continued post-Phase 1, and schools welcomed support to reintroduce them.

Leaders were enthusiastic about building on BMSRMP's success in the 2024/25 academic year,
aiming to benefit new cohorts from the start of term.

Phase 2 Project Structure

e Visit 1: Planning Meeting - EYFS team and SENCo met to review current usage, identify
training needs, and plan the upcoming visits.

o Visits 2-5: Staff Training - Half-day sessions included nursery, Year R, and SEND groups,
demonstrating core music activities and adaptation strategies.

o Visit 6: Parent Workshop - Focused on targeted families. Included a 20-minute discussion
for parents, followed by a joint 40-minute music session. Digital resources were shared for
home use.

Phase 2 Project Aims

1. EYFS Team Development - Increase EYFS team knowledge, confidence and resources to
initiate effective, active music making in the setting and at home.

2. Curriculum Integration - Embed BMSRMP music activities in to daily/weekly EYFS
curriculum for all pre-school children and target Year R children.

3. Child Development Outcomes - Boost children’s pre literacy skills, speech, language,
social and emotional skills, physical development, foundations for maths and for music.

4. Parental Engagement - Parent involvement to share the benefits of the music activities and
to encourage home practice

5. SEND Provision - Train and provide music activities for SENCO’s to use in additional
resource provision groups for KS1 SEND children.
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Evaluation Summary
1. EYFS Team Development

All four schools reported significant increases in staff confidence and skill in delivering music-
based sessions. Teachers appreciated the practical modelling by the Boogie Mites trainer. Staff
highlighted increased understanding of how music supports literacy, language development,
phonemic awareness, and classroom engagement.

“Boogie Mites training has empowered staff by providing them with the knowledge, skills, and
resources to confidently incorporate music and songs into their teaching to support early
literacy. The training offered practical, hands-on strategies that demonstrated how music can
enhance language development, phonemic awareness, and vocabulary skills in an engaging
way. Staff were equipped with a variety of fun and interactive songs, rhythms, and activities that
they could easily integrate into their daily routines. As a result, teachers felt more confidentin
using music to support children's literacy, knowing how to structure lessons that blend learning
with creativity. The training not only boosted staff confidence but also sparked enthusiasm,
fostering a more dynamic and enriching learning environment for the children.” — Hatfeild Co-
Head

“I have developed my confidence in delivering musical sessions to support children’s
development and my confidence to support children in different ways”- Cranmer Reception
Class Teacher

“It has supported the special needs assistant in particular with ideas of how to support their
children's development.” — Willow (Broadwaters CC) Leader of Learning

“Staff were enthused after the session and speak confidently about the music.” - Sherwood
SENDCo

2. Curriculum Integration

The Boogie Mites School Ready Music Programme has been successfully integrated into daily
and weekly sessions across the schools. Willow and Cranmer reported structured inclusion in
phonics prep and listening skills. Hatfeild noted that Boogie Mites is better suited early years
than their existing music schemes, especially for SEND/EAL learners.

“...we currently use a scheme of work for music but [feel] that boogie mites [is] better suited to
the early years phase of the school and classes with high levels of SEND/EAL. As this is the case
for my class I feel it would be beneficial for the whole class to be exposed, particularly as some
are struggling with phonological awareness.” — Hatfeild Reception Teacher
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“We are going to use boogie mites as an intervention to support the children who need
additional support in their phonological awareness. We will also be carrying out whole class
sessions weekly.” — Cranmer Reception Class Teacher

“This will be part of our rolling phonics program. Children who are not yet ready for phonics will
attend Boogie Mites to develop attention and listening” - Willow (Broadwaters CC) Leader of
Learning

3. Child Development Outcomes

All schools noted improvements in phonics awareness, listening, attention, and
speech/language development. Children with SEND and EAL were particularly engaged.

“Through singing, clapping, and movement, children were actively engaged in recognising
patterns, sounds, and syllables, all of which are foundational to early literacy skills.” — Hatfeild
Co-Head

“Children are very engaged in the sessions which is improving their listening and attention skills,
awareness of sounds and positively impacting their phonic knowledge.” — Cranmer Reception
Class Teacher

“During these activities, | observe that the children of class who struggle normally to get involve
in group activity were able to join in, keep their attention and enjoy it.” - Cranmer Reception
Based Learning Support Assistant (working with pupils with SEND/EHCPs)

“Children are making very good progress with regards to c&l [Communication & Language]. You
can clearly see the impact the program is having” - Willow (Broadwaters CC) Leader of Learning

4. Parental Engagement

Parent workshops were highly successful across all schools. All of the parents who attended
workshops across the four schools found them beneficial and wanted to continue at home.

“Many parents noted how the session provided practical tools they could use at home, such as
singing simple songs, clapping rhythms, and using instruments to reinforce letter sounds and
word patterns. This firsthand involvement empowered parents to see the connection between
music and literacy in action, fostering a stronger sense of confidence in supporting their child's
developmental journey.” — Hatfeild Co-Head

“Excellent workshop, thank you! It was lovely to see Perrin using the skills he has been telling us
about at home.” — Cranmer Parent

“Great workshop—educational, fun, and easy to participate.” — Willow Parent

“I learned that you can teach children a lot through the sounds” — Sherwood Parent

5. SEND Provision

SENCOs and ARP staff were included across all schools. Boogie Mites activities are being used
in intervention groups and ARP sessions.

“...involving the SENCo has broadened the scope of the programme, ensuring that children with
special educational needs are also benefiting from the inclusive, accessible nature of the
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music-based approach. The ongoing support through these visits has helped create a more
sustainable, integrated use of music in classrooms, enhancing both the teaching experience
and child engagement across diverse learning needs.”- Hatfeild Co-Head

“Children with Special Educational needs were fully included in the session and were able to
participate in ways which suited their needs and at a level which supported them”— Cranmer
Reception Class Teacher

“We offer Boogie mites to our children who are developing their language skills and need more
supportin the basic building blocks of listening and paying attention” — Willow (Broadwaters
CC) SENCO

“Embed within our nursery routines to support language development of all pupils especially
our EAL and SEN” - Sherwood, SENDCo

Phase 2 Project Conclusion

The Phase 2 implementation of the Boogie Mites School Ready Music Programme (BMSRMP)
delivered consistent, positive outcomes across all four participating schools. The programme
enhanced early literacy development, increased staff confidence, fostered child engagement—
particularly among SEND and EAL populations—and empowered parents to support learning at
home.

Educators reported a marked improvement in children’s communication, listening, and
phonological awareness—core foundations for literacy and school readiness. Particularly
encouraging was the engagement of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND) and those learning English as an Additional Language (EAL), demonstrating the
programme's inclusive design and adaptability.

Feedback from families confirmed that parental involvement was both meaningful and
impactful, equipping caregivers with tools to support their child’s development through music
at home. This connection between school and home amplifies the benefits of the programme
and strengthens the learning community around each child.

Moreover, the integration of SENCos and ARP teams signalled the programme’s potential to
meet the diverse needs throughout the Reception year and into Key Stage 1. Teachers and
senior leaders emphasised that the structure of the training—revisiting schools to consolidate
learning and fill gaps—was a vital component in sustaining momentum, embedding practice
and harnessing the full benefits over time.

Phase 2 of this project has validated BMSRMP as a high-impact, low-barrier approach to
narrowing the attainment gap in areas of disadvantage. Its adaptability across school contexts,
clear alignment with EYFS outcomes, and strong uptake by educators and families make it an
ideal candidate for wider rollout.

Note: There was no budget to include support for a transition project in this project, transition
should be included in funding for future BMSRMP: Teacher Training Projects. Separate projects
indicate that the BMSRMP can play a valuable part in supporting children’s transition from pre-
school into reception, with parent workshops in July, home practise in August and Year R
teacher led group music sessions for the new cohort in September.

Funding is being sought to run the project with 10-20 Primary Schools in the next academic year
2025/26.
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CRANMER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Feedback from School Project Manager
Assistant Head Teacher - EYFS, Sarah Caird

Were the three visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable?

“Not only did the children benefit from the session it ignited staff in wanting to deliver the
songs, music and singing sessions and it was modelled to them expertly by Sharon. It really
benefitted the staff to see the songs delivered in such a clear way.”

Was the parent session valuable for engaging parent interest and encouraging home
practise?
The Year R Teacher who attended said:

“The parents workshop was a great success, we were so happy to see the uptake and interest
from our busy parents but they were so happy to attend as it was such an inclusive
opportunity.

Parents were very happy with the session and engaged well, joining in with it with their
children, there were a few who unfortunately didn't have their child in attendance who
mentioned they are looking forward to trying out the songs and activities with their children at
home.

We loved how Sharon [the Boogie Mites tutor] really clearly explained what the benefits of the
activities were for the children; explaining how we were not just singing but learning so many
other skills too.

Children with Special Educational needs were fully included in the session and were able to
participate in ways which suited their needs and at a level which supported them. Sharon, as
ever, made everyone feel comfortable, supported and included.”

Another staff member who supported the session too said:
“One particular parent of a child with SEND needs who attended with their child does not

speak very much English but found the session very accessible and how wonderful it was to
see herjoining in with playing music and singing with her child.”

Overall have the five visits of the Phase 2 project been valuable for embedding the
School Ready Music Programme music activities in EYFS classrooms and for extending
to include the SENCo?

“It has refreshed the interest and enthusiasm for Boogiemites songs and programme and |
have included it on my Early Years Action Plan in order to ensure that it continues to hold a
high profile for the remaining year.”

Tell us how the EYFS team and SENCo plan to embed the music activities going forward,
to maximise impact and value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.
“All staff were able to access joining in with a session with Sharon, the log in details were
shared, it is making up part of our EY action plan and in particular the 3 staff who support our
highest need pupils in Nursery & reception were able to attend sessions for the first time and
have already been busy making instruments.”
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Tell us about any impact that you have observed on the EYFS team development and
wellbeing.

“The staff have enjoyed this CPD and Sharon delivering the sessions because they are all sold
on the benefits, it is not a 'new' initiative' and it is so easily delivered without effecting the
workload of staff. One staff member wrote on the school communication channel of our
school messaging system: ‘So lovely to sit here eating my lunch listening to the Nursery
children independently outside at play singing 'Bangedy Bang Bang'!’”

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?

“Absolutely! Schools dont sing enough and the benefits are enormous!”

Would you recommend the format of Phase 1 (practitioner training followed by six visits)
then Phase 2 (five visits including parent and SENCo involvement) approximately one
year later?

“Yes, it has ensured it doesn't get forgotten about.”

CRANMER PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Year R Teachers, TA’s, SENCO, Nursery Manager and Nursery team

Were the visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable for supporting your learning?

1

2 3

Not at Alittle | Alot Comment
all
Reception v “The children really enjoyed it! It was really
Teacher useful.”
Nursery Teacher v Sharon. [the Boogie Mites tutot’] was very
supportive and knowledgeable
“The children really benefitted from the
. sessions in reception. They have developed
Reception . ) .
v their confidence and the sessions are
Teacher

supporting their phonic awareness
development.”

Nursery Nurse

v “Yes the children are singing and taking part
during carpet session”

Nursery Nurse

“This is because it helps to support and improve
the children’s learning of phonics. It also
teaches children new vocabulary and language
v to use in other areas of play. Children who need
support with communicating often begin to join
in and enjoy moving to the songs and making

sounds.”

Recepnon “| get the guidance on how to involve the
Learning - . .

v children by using instruments which can be
Support : . : »

. made with daily use items.

Assistant
EYFS SEND and

\/ [ H ”»
ARP Lead Great for parents to be involved.

Are you confident to lead the music activities for groups of children going forward?

Yes | No Comment
Reception . .
‘/ 143 »
Teacher | need more support/practice with the songs.
Nursery Teacher v “The website is very useful”
Reception v “Yes, the training provided has been fantastic in upskilling the
Teacher staff team.”
Nursery Nurse v “l have learned a lot”
Nursery Nurse v I m hapE)y supporting the teacher with a large group of
children.
Reception “By watching Sharon [the Boogie Mites tutor], | got the ideas
Learning . S .
Subport 4 of how to create different musical instruments and using the
p'p boogie mites songs,| can run a successful session.”

Assistant
EYFS SEND and

v « I . -
ARP Lead The songs and activities can be embedded into everyday life
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Tell us how you plan to use the music activities going forward, to maximise impact and
value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.

Reception « . ”
Teacher Weekly sessions.
“We will be using the music activities 3 times - 5 times a week 10 minutes
Nursery Teacher | each session. This will improve the children’s musical skills supporting
the children with their phase 1 phonics”
. “We are going to use boogie mites as an intervention to support the
Reception . . . . .
Teacher children who need additional support in their phonological awareness.

We will also be carrying out whole class sessions weekly.”

Nursery Nurse

“Prepare resources, singing with them”

Nursery Nurse

“To plan music activities each week into the weekly plan. Making sure all
children get a chance to join in and participate, whatever their ability. We
need to make it fun with lots of enthusiasm to encourage less confident
children and those who need support communicating to have ago. These
groups will benefit the most, maximising the impact and value for all.”

Reception

Learning “l am going to use it with the SEN children of my class as they could jump
Support around, sing and get sensory input as well during these activities.”
Assistant

EYFS SEND and e . . . C

ARP Lead During interventions, phase one phonics and during singing time

Tell us about any impact that you have observed on any individual children in your group
or for the group as awhole.

Reception “The children feel more confident and look forward to the lessons.”
Teacher
Nursery “SEN child independent sings the song which is amazing. Children sing the
Teacher songs at lunch time”
. “Children are very engaged in the sessions which is improving their listening
Reception . . o . . .
and attention skills, awareness of sounds and positively impacting their
Teacher . »
phonic knowledge.
sa:z:ry “A child remembered some of the songs and is very happy to sing”
“l have heard children singing the songs during other play activities and using
Nursery actions. A child who needs support with communicating will come over to an
Nurse adult and start singing the song, waiting for them to join in. They smile and
dance around whilst doing this.”
fg;f:;:on “During these activities, | observe that the children of class who struggle
sy Of normally to get involve in group activity were able to join in, keep their
p'p attention and enjoy it.”
Assistant
EYFS SEND
and ARP “They are remembering the songs”
Lead




Lanyado Fund Phase 2 Evaluation Report

September 2024 - January 2025

Tell us how you have found the project beneficial for your own development and

wellbeing.
Reception “It's been really fun teaching the children a different way of learning and seeing
Teacher them sing the songs independently.”
Nursery “It has been really helpful for me as | am new to Nursery. It has helped me with
Teacher Phase 1 phonics and music teaching”
. “l have developed my confidence in delivering musical sessions to support
Reception . , . . . L
Teacher children’s development and my confidence in support children in different
ways.”
Nursery
“Very helpful”
Nurse ery helptu
“It’s a very happy and feel good music program for all to join in. The songs are
Nursery catchy and easy to follow, making this a very happy part of the day. | loved
Nurse hearing Sharon [the Boogie Mites tutor] sing with the children, such a beautiful
voice. Which always brings a smile to your face!”
Eee:renFi):OH “I really like the idea of how to turn everyday items into musical instruments,
Supporf use the Boogie Mites songs to involve children into group activity and its so
Assistant much fun.
EYFS SEND . . .
Leaj :nd “| love the use of music and songs in early years so it’s great to add some more
ARP Lead songs to the tool box.

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?

Reception e
Teacher ves
Nursery o s
Teacher ves
Reception “Yes, it is very beneficial to the children and they really enjoy the sessions.”
Teacher
Nursery “Yes”
Nurse
“Yes, | would definitely recommend this programme to other schools. It’s
Nursery .. . . . .
Nurse beneficial to all children in class and a fun way to learn, most children will not
be able to resist joiningin.”
Reception
Learning « - »
Yes, definitely
Support
Assistant
EYFS SEND
Lead and “Yes”
ARP Lead
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CRANMER PRIMARY SCHOOL

Feedback from parents

NOTE: 80% of the parents speak English as an Additional Language (EAL)

Did you enjoy the Boogie Mites workshop? (1 Strongly disagree - 5 Strongly agree)

14 responses

15
13 (92.9%)
10
5
0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
0 J J I
1 2 3

Which of the following describes how you feel about the workshop? (Five to choose from)

14 responses

1. | found the workshop uplifting 13 (92.9%)

2. | found the workshop

0,
educational 13 (92.9%)

3. The workshop enabled me to

0,
spend time bonding with child 12.(85.7%)

4. The workshop enabled me to

7 (50%
meet/connect with other parents (50%)

5. The workshop has motivated

0,
me to try more musical activities 13 (92.9%)

0 5 10 15

Did you learn about the benefits of music and movement activities for children's development? (1 |
didn't learn anything about this - 5 | learnt lots about this)

14 responses

10.0
10 (71.4%)
75
5.0
25
0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

00 J l I

1 2 3
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What did you learn?
10 responses
“Sounding out using clapping”
“Learning through music and sound”
“Sounds/movement/how we can engage our kids by using music/gesture learning etc.”
“Isolating sounds, with examples, is very important. It is easy to incorporate music into normal activities”
“It's very good improvement for children”
“How to inter-connect daily using words into a beneficial learning activities”
“I learn how to recognised the sound through music and | loved it”
“How maths and english/phonics/sounds/worsd can be learnt through music and movement”
“A new way to learn”

“How to make learning phonics fun and realise this way it's not as difficult/complicated to learn or teach”

Are you motivated to try out the music activities at home?
14 responses

@ VYes please send me access
@ Maybe - I'll decide later
@ No thank you

)

Please share any other comments or feedback
10 responses
“l would love to be part of this again. Thanks to the person who was leading this workshop”

“Excellent workshop, thank you! It was lovely to see Perrin using the skills he has been telling us about at
home. He has mentioned you a lot.”

“It was a lovely and informative workshop. | would like to be more part of these kind of activities. It will be
beneficial for my child as she is learning English as a 2nd language”

“This workshop helped me a lot and | do request for keep doing these for parents literacy as well. Thank
you.”

“Thoroughly enjoyed the session & loved the home-made resources. Great ideas.”

“I really enjoyed this workshop. It's a fun and exciting way to learn”
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CRANMER PRIMARY SCHOOL

Boogie Mites Trainer Report

Boogie Mites Trainer, Sharon Jones, reported her overview of the project, what was covered at
each visit and her feedback.

Cranmer - 9th October 9am - 11am

e Full Nursery class 40 mins

e Galaxy Class Reception - 6 children 30mins

e Selected Reception children from both classes - 10 -12 40mins
| delivered the first week of the School Ready Programme focusing on Environmental sounds
and Instrumental sounds and linking the two together.

Nursery is a big class of 25 - 30 children and the staff fully support the children during the
session. Mrs Powell (the nursery teacher) wrote down what each song supported in the early
years curriculum and the aspects of letters and sounds, as she wanted the children to practice
during the week. The class is very big with different levels of ability and a couple of children with
an identified level of need. Children were able to engage and focus for most part.

o Week one action song Clap Clap Clap focuses on sequencing and body percussion

e Shakey Shakey works on Environmental sounds and linking them to instrumental sounds.
The children in all groups needed to be told or prompted as to what the shakers sounded
like. E.g. leaves in trees and rain falling down.

e Jungles of Brazil encourages children to work together. Stuffed animals were used to
demonstrate each animal. Mrs Powell commented that she would print and laminate
pictures to support the children in this song. The song promotes voice sounds, sequencing
and understanding the world. | made the sounds or described the different animal then
asked children what they were before bringing out the stuffed animals.

e Tap Rap supports rhythm and rhyme and all groups need to work on keeping a steady beat.
Children are encouraged to tap sticks fast, slow, loudly and quietly in the warm up and then
to try and keep a steady beat for the song.

e Bangedy Bang Bang supports rhythm and rhyme, counting on and in this session syllable
work, substituting the names of the numbers for the names of the jungle animals with one
beat in their name, two beats in their name etc. Again, children were given suggestions and
asked if they knew what the animal was. This is tricky for all ages and levels.

e Children are encouraged to tidy up and use instruments responsibly. Galaxy class is a new
classin reception of 6 - 8 children who are not able to access the full main stream class.
They are supported by three members of staff.

Galaxy class were able to do most of the songs with added sensory props such as scarves. Most

of the children in the class are non-verbal so | did not do Jungles of Brazil or work on any voice

sounds.

There are a selected group of children from Reception that are able to do the full session of the
school ready programme. This group needs to work on memory recall as demonstrated in Clap
Clap Clap, consistency with Voice sounds and sequencing (Jungles of Brazil), rhythm and rhyme
(Tap Rap) and syllable work (Bangedy Bang Bang)
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Cranmer - 16th October 9am - 11am

e Full Nursery class 40 mins

e Galaxy Class Reception - 6 children 30mins

e Selected Reception children from both classes - 10 -12 40mins
The second week of the School Ready programme focuses on body percussion and rhythm and
rhyme. The Nursery teacher had downloaded all the songs and | used the music from the class
computer. This was extremely helpful as in some settings there is no internet connection as
there is in nursery class and my tablet does not work.

e | began with One Man Band and asked the children what sounds we could make with our
bodies without using instruments. Only the Reception children were able to give examples.

e The shaker song was Choo Choo Choo and encourages voice sounds, something all groups
need to work on, sequencing and understanding the world. The older groups did this song
moving around the classroom and did this well supporting their physical development.

o Five little fish is an early maths song and the children complete the end of each phrase if
they can hear the rhyme. A few nursery children could hear this and one child in the
reception group. | have laminated fish that | give to five of the children encouraging them to
be animated with them, standing up and sitting down as each fish leaves the story.

e We sang the Grand Old Duke of York with a Boogie Mites differentiation and this working on
voice sounds as well as rhythm and rhyme whilst standing and marching to the song. Asked
if there were children who knew the song only a few in nursery did. No Reception children
knew the nursery rhyme. This has been noted by the assistant head teacher before. Many
children start school not knowing nursery rhymes and this is impacting on their literacy
learning.

o | ended with Boogie Mites Marching Band working with the drums and encouraging voice
sounds for the different animals in the song and cheering

Cranmer - 23rd October 1pm - 3pm

| delivered the session on Wednesday afternoon so that children who attended in the
afternoons could access the sessions. This meant that there were some children attending who
had never done Boogie Mites before. As a result | did workshop songs from week 4 of the
programme rather than week 6. The children were fully engaged and staff were very active in the
workshop showing that they had grown in confidence to move forward and deliver programme in
the future.

All Galaxy class children were off sick.
| delivered a longer session to the reception children.

e | began with ‘Bean Bag Hello’. The children really struggled with keeping the rhythm of the
song and saying their names. Most of the children have speech and language issues so the
final part of the programme needs to be reinforced or worked towards.

e The children responded well to ‘Happy And You know It’ and ‘Crocodile’. As with the nursery
children we banged out the rhythm of the food the children had for lunch. Nursery children
were able to recall what they had for lunch easier than reception children and with following
the rhythm of the food names.

e | demonstrated the SATPIN phonics song more for the benefit of the staff. Very few children
could hear the phoneme sounding words. | explained that these can be used when children
are further along with their phonics programme.

The parent workshop date has been agreed upon and | will see everyone again after half term.
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Cranmer - Parent Workshop Friday 8th November 2pm - 3pm

My final workshop was with the parents. 17 Adults participated for 15 children. Two parents
came without their children as they do the morning sessions at nursery.

The workshop took place in the studio. | sat the parents on chairs and informed them that they
would be sitting on the floor once the children joined us. | began with a 15 minute talk on the
history of the project at Cranmer and then explained that we follow the EYFS and the letters and
sound format for literacy. | also mentioned how music is an excellent tool to teach children all
the prime areas and secondary areas of the early years curriculum and that all our instruments
are homemade.

| had a very specific lesson planned but there were SEN children in the session and a broad
range of ages from the nursery, galaxy class and reception class. It was a very busy and loud
session.

e |focussed mainly on Environmental sounds and Instrumental sounds and week 1 (Clap
Clap Clap, Shakey Shakey, Tap Rap) of the programme.

e |sang’S’and ‘A’ of ‘Come on everybody' and asked the children to whisper to the grown ups
any phoneme sound words they heard.

o We ended with Bangedy Bang Bang and | explained the early syllable work the song supports
if the number names are replaced with names of animals, food etc.

14
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HATFEILD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Feedback from School Project Manager
Co-Head of School, Alice Waterman

Was the planning meeting valuable for establishing the aims of the Phase 2 project?
“Sharon and Sue have given me lots of information in regards to the project. The importance
of SEN and music. We share a passion for providing all children, not only children with SEN
high quality opportunities to access early reading. The teaching of music is crucial to this.”

Were the three visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable?

“The music sessions effectively supported both teacher knowledge and child engagement by
integrating various aspects of early literacy into the musical activities. Teachers were able to
deepen their understanding of how rhythm, melody, and song structure contribute to
language development, phonemic awareness, and vocabulary acquisition. Through singing,
clapping, and movement, children were actively engaged in recognising patterns, sounds,
and syllables, all of which are foundational to early literacy skills. Teachers also gained insight
into the importance of repetition and interactive participation, which kept children motivated
and focused while reinforcing key literacy concepts. The musical environment encouraged a
dynamic, hands-on approach to learning, making abstract literacy concepts more accessible
and enjoyable for young learners.”

Was the parent session valuable for engaging parent interest and encouraging home
practise?

“Parent feedback from the adult and child music workshop highlighted the valuable hands-on
experience that allowed parents to directly engage with the learning process and gain a
deeper understanding of how music supports early literacy development. Parents expressed
appreciation for the interactive activities that demonstrated how rhythm, song lyrics, and
musical games can enhance children's language skills, including vocabulary, listening, and
phonemic awareness. Many parents noted how the session provided practical tools they
could use at home, such as singing simple songs, clapping rhythms, and using instruments to
reinforce letter sounds and word patterns. This firsthand involvement empowered parents to
see the connection between music and literacy in action, fostering a stronger sense of
confidence in supporting their child's developmental journey.”

Overall have the five visits of the Phase 2 project been valuable for embedding the
School Ready Music Programme music activities in EYFS classrooms and for extending
toinclude the SENCo?

“QOverall, the five visits of the Phase 2 project have been highly valuable for embedding the
School Ready Music Programme's music activities in EYFS classrooms and for extending its
reach to include the SENCo. These visits provided an opportunity for teachers to actively
engage with the music activities, refine their practice, and integrate them into daily routines,
which has strengthened the foundation of early literacy development. Additionally, involving
the SENCo has broadened the scope of the programme, ensuring that children with special
educational needs are also benefiting from the inclusive, accessible nature of the music-
based approach. The ongoing support through these visits has helped create a more
sustainable, integrated use of music in classrooms, enhancing both the teaching experience
and child engagement across diverse learning needs.”
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Tell us how the EYFS team and SENCo plan to embed the music activities going forward,
to maximise impact and value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.

“We will continue to embed Boogie Mites through our curriculum as we have already done for
ayear now - the programme has been hugely successful for us at Hatfeild Primary”

Tell us about any impact that you have observed on the EYFS team development and
wellbeing.

“Boogie Mites training has empowered staff by providing them with the knowledge, skills, and
resources to confidently incorporate music and songs into their teaching to support early
literacy. The training offered practical, hands-on strategies that demonstrated how music can
enhance language development, phonemic awareness, and vocabulary skills in an engaging
way. Staff were equipped with a variety of fun and interactive songs, rhythms, and activities
that they could easily integrate into their daily routines. As a result, teachers felt more
confident in using music to support children's literacy, knowing how to structure lessons that
blend learning with creativity. The training not only boosted staff confidence but also sparked
enthusiasm, fostering a more dynamic and enriching learning environment for the children.”

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?

“Yes - highly”

Would you recommend the format of Phase 1 (practitioner training followed by six visits)
then Phase 2 (five visits including parent and SENCo involvement) approximately one
year later?

“Yes. | think the format worked for us and | think coming back a year on is really important,
especially in schools because we do change staff - staff need refresh”
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HATFEILD PRIMARY SCHOOL

Feedback from EYFS Team

September 2024 - January 2025

Nursery and Year R Teachers, SENCO and ARP

Was the planning meeting valuable for establishing the aim of the Phase 2 project?

]
Not at
all

2 3
Alittle | Alot

Comment

Nursery Teacher
& Head of EYFS

v

“It secured my knowlegde and gave me insights
and ideas for Phase 2.”

Reception
Teacher

“Yes because it explained the benefits of the
Boogie Mites programe, how it could be
delivered and develop phonological awareness
with children who may be struggling to blend
words etc. Also helpful to me because last time
the school was involved my year group partner
was the person who accessed the training and
sessions.”

ARP Teacher

“It was great to familiarize myself with the
project. Sharon was knowledgeable and
enthusiastic. This made me want to continue
using it in my class and we are planning to build
the instruments.”

Were the visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable for supporting your learning?

1
2 3
Not at Alittle | Alot Comment
all
“Children are used to some of the songs as we
Nursery Teacher v have started them. But they were really engaged
& Head of EYFS with the sessions and the adults benefited from
sharon modeling.”
. “It was important for me to see how it was being
Reception . . . .
v delivered so thati could replicate some of this
Teacher . . . . »
practice with the children in my class.
“Of course we would have liked to have more
visits, but | did learn loads from each visit and
‘/ ’
ARP Teacher the children were delighted each time Sharon
visited.”
ARP lead/ v “The adults were able to see it in action and take
SENCO strategies from this.”

Are you confident to lead the music activities for groups of children going forward?

Yes | No Comment
Nursery Teacher . . .
‘/ 3 »
& Head of EYES Already planned into our pre phonics sessions for Nursery.
Reception v “Yes with the support of access to the resources etc on the
Teacher website.”
ARP Teacher v I aTm ne'w to the pr'OJect but will st|ll”have agoaslaminspired
by it. | will be learning along the way.
ARP lead /
‘/ 3 H ”»
SENCO My team are and are very excited to do so.
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Tell us how you plan to use the music activities going forward, to maximise impact and
value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.

Nursery Teacher | “Pre phonics sessions for Nursery and daily songs to help children to

& Head of EYFS focus.”
“l discussed with Sharon about how we currently use a scheme of work
for music but felt that boogie mites was better suited to the early years

Reception phase of the school and classes with high levels of SEND/EAL. As this is

Teacher the case for my class i feel it would be beneficial for the whole class to be
exposed, particularly as some are struggling with phonological
awareness.”

ARP Teacher “| wil% use it.at the end of the day for some singing, | will use it as a good
learning to listen tool and at an after school club.”

ARP lead / “The ARP are going to use this as weekly sessions.”

SENCO

Tell us about any impact that you have observed on any individual children in your group
or for the group as a whole.

Nursery Teacher | “ASD and SEN children joined in when usually they move away from
& Head of EYFS carpet time.”
. “We have quite a high proportion of children with SEND and for these
Reception . . . . . .
children it was particularly engaging and held their attention far more than
Teacher . . ”
with other subjects.
“A few children that normally will not tolerate louder noises enjoyed
ARP Teacher joining the group as they were enticed by the instruments and the
repetitive songs.”
ARP lead / “Improved engagement.”
SENCO P gag :

Tell us how you have found the project beneficial for your own development and

wellbeing.
Nursery Teacher | “Yes secured my knowledge pre phonics and reminders how music is
& Head of EYFS beneficial.”
Reception “| felt that it gave me an alternative way to support children with other
Teacher areas of the curriculum e.g, phonics, maths, elements of music.”

“l found the project beneficial but will still need to set time aside to
ARP Teacher . »

explore the website and learn the songs.
észcl;egd / “So much fun and very enjoyable.”

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?

Nursery Teacher “Yos”
& Head of EYFS
Reception o
Teacher Yes
“l would recommend it to other schools as it is another tool that teachers
ARP Teacher . »
may have to engage children.
ARP lead / “Yes”
SENCO
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HATFEILD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Feedback from parents

Did you enjoy the Boogie Mites workshop? (1 Strongly disagree - 5 Strongly agree)

9 responses

8 8 (88.9%)
6
4
2
0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
0 I | I
1 2 3

Which of the following describes how you feel about the workshop? (Five to choose from)

10 responses

1. | found the workshop uplifting 6 (60%)
2. | found the workshop

0,
educational 9 (90%)

3. The workshop enabled me to
spend time bonding with child

4. The workshop enabled me to

2 (20%
meet/connect with other parents (20%)

5. The workshop has motivated

0,
me to try more musical activities 9 (90%)

0 2 4 6 8 10

Did you learn about the benefits of music and movement activities for children's development? (1 |
didn't learn anything about this - 5 | learnt lots about this)

10 responses

8 8 (80%)
6
4
2

1 2 3
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What did you learn?
10 responses
“Important linking sounds and learning”
“Beats of words and how to teach children this”
“How to use music for your everyday with children”
“Language development through music. A my child | a gestalt language learner”
“I’'ve never thought about using music for syllabyl work”
“That children do not necessarily perceive the rhythm of words naturally. It is learnt”
“How music can be used to educate and inform”

“How to teach “beats”. How to use instruments to learn sounds/words”

Are you motivated to try out the music activities at home?
10 responses

@ VYes please send me access
@ Maybe - I'll decide later
@ No thank you

Please share any other comments or feedback
10 responses
“Amazing! We loved the workshop. Was lovely bonding.”
“Very good. Really enjoyed with me and my son, even my little boy joined in. Leader so friendly”
“Thank you for your time!”

“l am [M] grandmother, so not with him often. Music is important to our family. His mum would be glad to
receive more ideas.”

“Interested to find out more as my son responds positively to music”
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HATFEILD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Boogie Mites Trainer Report

Boogie Mites Trainer, Sharon Jones, reported her overview of the project, what was covered at
each visit and her feedback.

Hatfeild Initial Meeting

with Sharon, Alice Waterman (Co-head of School) and the early years team.

I met with Alice Waterman (headteacher) and the Early Years Team at Hatfield primary school on
Monday 14th October 2024. All Reception Teachers were present as well as the nursery
teachers and the staff who work in the ARP.

| was at the school for phase 1 of the Boogie Mites project in Autumn 2023. Since then, the
nursery staff continued with weekly practice at a scheduled time with the children complete
with shakers, sticks and drums that they made. The children requested the sessions and if they
had to miss it due to school scheduling were upset. The staff reported that they saw a
significant impact as a result of the regular practice and reported a nhonverbal child who began
speaking through the sessions. Nikki Keefe the Reception teacher also continued with the
targeted children throughout the year. Nikki is now in nursery and has included Boogie Mites as
part of her Pre- Phonics planning and has sent out information and links to our site to the
parents. This week the children are making shakers and parents are providing resources. Last
year’s nursery teacher Sophia Spence is now in the ARP and has started doing sessions with her
class. There are some new teachers to the school in Reception and in the ARP. Teacher Lisa
Best-Carragher is new to the setting and has already identified children from her class that
would benefit from the sessions.

We went over the neuromusical evidence and the impact music has on children’s overall
development which new staff appreciated. We covered one song for those new to Boogie Mites.

Hatfeild Music Seissons

The key stage 1 ARP children all sat well on the carpet or on the chairs. | did the first school
ready session with extra sensory props such as scarves. The children were engaged even if
some were sat at a slight distance. All children were engaged in the ‘Jungles of Brazil’ song -
when the soft toys came out. A few verbal children were able to answer questions. The staff fully
supported the children throughout.

There were a select group of reception children for the second session, they were supported by
the reception teacher who had not done Boogie Mites before.

The Nursery children responded well to the session. There was one TA who knew the sessions
well and two new TA’s joining for the first time. The nursery teacher was off sick for this session
but is the teacher who has implemented BMSR into her phonics sessions.

The Key stage 2 ARP children remembered me and most children took part in the session even
the more neuro-divergent children stayed in the room and observed the session accepting
instruments when given to them.

The key stage 1 ARP children and staff were excited to see me. A few of the children immediately
brought up the songs | had done with them previously and | had to inform them we were doing
some different songs.

| covered the ‘body percussion’ and ‘voice sounds’ aspects in this session. As many of the
children are non-verbal making transport sounds, animal sounds is really beneficial. Working
with the select reception children along with their teacher we were able to identify children’s
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specific areas that needed development. The nursery children and staff were enthusiastic and

Nicky the nursery teacher was present and taking notes.

The key stage ARP children focused on the ‘Jack’ song and Oral Blending and segmenting. One
child who had not participated in much of the sessions joined in completely with the ‘Jack’ song
and inspired the rest of the class to have a go.

Parent Workshop Session

| had a total of 11 parents for the workshop, a mixture of reception children’s and ARP children’s
parents. | spent the first 15 minutes with just the parents explaining what Boogie Mites was
about, the BMSR project and my history working with Hatfeild School and their children. When
the children joined | focused mainly on the first workshop and Aspects 1 (environmental
sounds) and Aspect 2 (instrumental sounds) explaining to the parents how these are building
blocks for literacy and maths. Feedback forms were given out along with a print out of the 7
Aspects.
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WILLOW PRIMARY SCHOOL
Feedback from School Project Manager
Leader of Learning at Broadwaters Children’s Centre, Alison Walmsley

Was the planning meeting valuable for establishing the aims of the Phase 2 project?
“Really useful to see what we needed to do next”

Were the three visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable?

“Children are making very good progress with regards to c&L. You can clearly see the impact
the program is having”

Was the parent session valuable for engaging parent interest and encouraging home
practise?
“l wasn’t present but a number of parents came to me after to share how useful it was.”

Overall have the five visits of the Phase 2 project been valuable for embedding the
School Ready Music Programme music activities in EYFS classrooms and for extending
to include the SENCo?

“Useful to show the importance of attention and listening skills.”

Tell us how the EYFS team and SENCo plan to embed the music activities going forward,
to maximise impact and value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.

“This will be part of our rolling phonics program. Children who are not yet ready for phonics
will attend Boogie Mites to develop attention and listening”

Tell us about any impact that you have observed on the EYFS team development and
wellbeing.

“It has supported the special needs assistant in particular with ideas of how to support their
children's development.”

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?
“Yesn

Would you recommend the format of Phase 1 (practitioner training followed by six visits)
then Phase 2 (five visits including parent and SENCo involvement) approximately one
year later?

“Yes”
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WILLOW PRIMARY SCHOOL

Feedback from EYFS Team

Nursery and SENCO

Was the planning meeting valuable for establishing the aim of the Phase 2 project?

]
Not at
all

2 3

Alittle | A lot Comment

SENCO

v “It was a little rushed”

SNA

v “Sharon is brilliant”

Nursery Nurse

“Much more informed, | have a better
v understanding of Boogie Mites and ideas how to
adaptitif need be”

Were the visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable for supporting your learning?

]
Not at
all

2 3

Alittle | A lot Comment

“Helped staff to consolidate their learning and

SENCO v how they have been leading boogie mites and
increased their confidence to deliver.”
SNA v “The videos are easy to follow”

Nursery Nurse

“I feel | know much more and how it can fit into
learning and making it more fun”

v

Are you confident to lead the music activities for groups of children going forward?

Yes | No Comment
SENCO v Staff ha\,/’e reported that they feel more confident to lead
sessions
SNA v “| feel confident”
Nursery Nurse v Ip.ro.bably F:an tiut not so confident in using my voice, but |
definitely will try

Tell us how you plan to use the music activities going forward, to maximise impact and
value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.

“We offer Boogie mites to our children who are developing their language

SENCO skills and need more support in the basic building blocks of listening and
paying attention”
SNA “Take each song at a time”

Nursery Nurse

“| feel that they are fun and can be used at carpet session, outdoor and
more focused activities such as phonics”

Tell us about any impact that you have observed on any individual children in your group
or for the group as awhole.

“Children have gained in confidence, look forward to the sessions and has

SENCO given them an opportunity to thrive in a session where they do not need to
talk if they choose not too”
SNA “Some are following”

Nursery Nurse

“The children are enjoying it and they are using their listening skills more.
Also language used help them in their development. They remember quite
a lottoo”
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Tell us how you have found the project beneficial for your own development and
wellbeing.

“Music supports all of us to feel better and raises self esteem and a sense
of belonging”

SNA “Enjoyable”

“l enjoy it and singing and music always helps you feel better. There are lot
of good ideas to help support the children”

SENCO

Nursery Nurse

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?
SENCO “Yes”
SNA “Yes”
Nursery Nurse “Yes”
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WILLOW PRIMARY SCHOOL
Feedback from parents

Did you enjoy the Boogie Mites workshop? (1 Strongly disagree - 5 Strongly agree)

9 responses

8
7 (77.8%)
6
4
2 2 (22.2%)
0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

0 | J |

1 2 3

Which of the following describes how you feel about the workshop? (Five to choose from)

9 responses

1. | found the workshop uplifting 7 (77.8%)

2. | found the workshop
educational

9 (100%)

3. The workshop enabled me to
spend time bonding with child

4. The workshop enabled me to

5 (55.6%
meet/connect with other parents ( )

5. The workshop has motivated
me to try more musical activities

9 (100%)

0 2 4 6 8 10

Did you learn about the benefits of music and movement activities for children's development? (1 |
didn't learn anything about this - 5 | learnt lots about this)

9 responses

6 6 (66.7%)

4
3 (33.3%)
2
0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
0 | | I
1 2 3
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What did you learn?
10 responses
“How music can support curriculum development especially language”

“How to recycle household items to make instruments. ch/sh sounds are difficult to distinguish. Methods
to use at home with children for phonics”

“Gross motor skills and language are interconnected”

“Preparing them for phonics/school”

“How to integrate musical learning into everyday activities”

“eg. How they slowly learn to hear/identify sounds the phases of learning listening & phonics”

“Music helps in children learning and development”

Are you motivated to try out the music activities at home?
9 responses

@ VYes please send me access
@ Maybe - I'll decide later
@ No thank you

Please share any other comments or feedback
10 responses
“Great workshop educational, fun and easy to participate”

“It was very educational and funny. It also helps my son to understand English better as this is not his
mother language”

“Sharon [the tutor] was great, energetic and very knowledgeable”
“Thank you!”

“Thank you wish to be invited to more”
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WILLOW PRIMARY SCHOOL
Boogie Mites Trainer Report

Boogie Mites Trainer, Sharon Jones, reported her overview of the project, what was covered at
each visit and her feedback.

At the initial two sessions delivered to the nursery school children there were 16 — 18 children in
each class. Some of the staff that were supporting them were new to Boogie Mites. After some
resistance from staff the session ended with them understanding what Boogie Mites was about
and how music can support the children’s learning and be an excellent resource for them as
practitioners. This was a really enjoyable session to deliver and the children were very
responsive. The children varied in ability with a few very capable children and some neuro-
diverse. All children were taught together and teaching and support was differentiated for each
child’s need.

At the next two sessions delivered to the nursery children, selected children from reception
class had now joined the group. | focused on body percussion and voice sounds. | began with
‘One man band’ and asked the children for suggestions on how we could make music without
using our voices. Following on from the topic of environmental sounds and linking them to
Instrumental sounds. There are a few very capable children who will give the answers and the
staff always support all the children and were also able to identify children who will really
benefit from the sessions. | told the story of the ‘Five little Fish’, sang the song and explained to
the staff that due to the timing of the song suggested they try singing it acapella.

| delivereda further two sessions to nursery children and selected reception children. Two of the
reception children’s parents joined in with the session. For the first group | did the final set of
songs and for the second session | recapped some of the songs from the previous two sessions
so | could explain the first 4 aspects of letters and sounds to the attending parents.

7 parents attended with their children the final workshop. | covered the first 4 aspects and then
also demonstrated the SATPIN song. The children had to leave for lunch and this gave me an
opportunity to speak to the parents alone. There were lots of questions and the group was very
enthusiastic to learn more and receive further BM resources. Their children had told them a lot
about the sessions.
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THE SHERWOOD SCHOOL
Feedback from School Project Manager
EYFS Unit Ladybird Class teacher, Nadia Barcellona

Was the planning meeting valuable for establishing the aim of the Phase 2 project?

1 2 3
Comment
Not at all A little A lot
J “Yesll

Were the three visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable?

1 2 3
Comment
Not at all A little A lot
v “The children loved Sharon [the Boogie Mites tutor]”

Was the parent session valuable for engaging parent interest and encouraging home
practise?

1 2 3
Comment
Not at all Alittle A lot
v “Six parents attended the session and enjoyed it”

Overall have the five visits of the Phase 2 project been valuable for embedding the School
Ready Music Programme music activities in EYFS classrooms and for extending to
include the SENCo?

1 2 3
Comment
Not at all A little A lot
v “Children enjoyed the songs”

Tell us how the EYFS team and SENCo plan to embed the music activities going forward,
to maximise impact and value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.

“Nursery to take part in Boogie Mites sessions fortnightly with teacher.”

Tell us about any impact that you have observed on the EYFS team development and
wellbeing.

“Children enjoyed making instruments.”

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?
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“Yes.”

Would you recommend the format of Phase 1 (practitioner training followed by six visits)

then Phase 2 (five visits including parent and SENCo involvement) approximately one
year later?

“YGS. 2
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THE SHERWOOD SCHOOL
Feedback from EYFS Team
SENDCo Niamh Doherty-Gray

Was the planning meeting valuable for establishing the aim of the Phase 2 project?

1 2 3
Comment
Not at all A little A lot
v “Clear aims shared with staff who were able to
pass on to incoming staff.”

Were the visits to lead music sessions for the nursery and reception/SEN groups
valuable for supporting your learning?

1 2 3
Comment
Not at all A little A lot
v “Staff were enthused after the session and speak
confidently about the music.”

Are you confident to lead the music activities for groups of children going forward?

No Yes Comment

“Having seen the sessions in practice at another school and the

v - . : .
training having been given to the team | am confident.”

Tell us how you plan to use the music activities going forward, to maximise impact and
value for all children and for those who will benefit the most.

“Embed within our nursery routines to support language development of all pupils especially
our EAL and SEN”

Tell us about any impact that you have observed on any individual children in your group
or for the group as awhole.

“Familiarity with songs.”

Tell us how you have found the project beneficial for your own development and
wellbeing.

“All staff benefited.”

Would you recommend the School Ready Music Programme Project to other schools?

“Yes 2»
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THE SHERWOOD SCHOOL
Feedback from parents

Did you enjoy the Boogie Mites workshop? (1 Strongly disagree - 5 Strongly agree)

6 responses

6 6 (100%)
4
2
0 (?%) 0 (?%) 0 (0%) 0 (crvk)
0
1 2 3 4

Which of the following describes how you feel about the workshop? (Five to choose from)
6 responses

1. | found the workshop uplifting 5(83.3%)
2. | found the work.shop 6 (100%)
educational

3. The workshop enabled me to
spend time bonding with child

4. The workshop enabled me to

0,
meet/connect with other parents 5 (83.3%)

5. The workshop has motivated

0,
me to try more musical activities 6 (100%)

Did you learn about the benefits of music and movement activities for children's development? (1 |

didn't learn anything about this - 5 | learnt lots about this)
6 responses

6 6 (100%)
4
2
0 ((?%) 0 ((?%) 0 (0%) 0 ((f%)
0
1 2 3 4
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What did you learn?

3responses

“I learned that you can teach children a lot through the sounds”
“learned how to use music for learning”
“sound, rhythm & coordination”

Are you motivated to try out the music activities at home?
6 responses

@ VYes please send me access
@ Maybe - I'll decide later
@ No thank you

Please share any other comments or feedback
1 response

“l enjoyed it very much. Rosie enjoys the music and singing”
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THE SHERWOOD SCHOOL
Boogie Mites Trainer Report

Boogie Mites Trainer, Sharon Jones, reported her overview of the project, what was covered at
each visit and her feedback.

Initial Meeting - Tuesday 19th November The initial meeting was attended by 4 members of
staff. Nadia Barcelona - the nursery teacher and early years lead, the reception teacher and two
TA’s who had participated in phase one of the project. | explained what Boogie Mites was about
and went through the power point for the school ready programme. | demonstrated 4 different
songs and encouraged the staff to join in. The reception teacher was very responsive as she had
previously been teaching in year 4 and it was her first year in early years.

First Session Monday 25th November 2024 | worked with the afternoon nursery children and
their teacher on the first workshop focusing on Environmental and Instrumental sounds. The
children are very enthusiastic and engaging and the group needs to focus on listening skills as
they struggle to follow basic instructions. There is a high level of English as a second language
and for most children it is the first time in any setting outside of the home. | worked with a select
group of 9 children from Reception. 2 of them have a very high level of need and stayed in the
room but not in the circle. Their reception teacher who had not done Boogie Mites before was
present along with two support staff. We discussed and delivered the phase 1 aspects of letters
and sounds.

Second Session Friday 6th December 2024 The children were very excited to see me and all of
them remembered my name. | focused on Body Percussion and Voice sounds which | have
observed is one of the hardest aspects for early years children to grasp. They can make a lot of
noise in the playground but when asked to make specific voice sounds, even if it is roaring like a
lion, children become insecure. The SENCO teacher was present for this session. In the
reception group two of the children are very familiar with the songs, both of them are very
capable and are working on behavioural issues. The TA’s were present for this session.

Third session Friday 13th December 2024 Another lively session with the nursery children, all of
them get very involved and it is very clear what the children can work on for the rest of the
schoolyear. The children can work on listening to phoneme sounds with the song ‘C’mon
Everyone’ in both groups. There were TA’s in both sessions that had not been able to attend
sessions before and the school has been very diligent in having different adult supportin all the
sessions so that they may learn and follow the sessions.

Fourth Session Monday 16th December 2024 This was my last session with the children and
also the last week of term. The children were very excited and were dressed in Christmas
outfits. | reprised songs from the programme for the nursery children and for the reception
children | covered aspects of letters and sounds through the Boogie Mites Christmas songs.

Parent Workshop 10th February 2025 6 parents attended the workshop and | delivered it to all
14 children. The children were lively parents were able to see how they enjoyed the session
whilst | explained to them what the children were learning. | covered the physical aspect of
learning through music and Environmental sounds, Instrumental sounds, Rhythm and Rhyme,
Alliteration and basic maths skills. Parents were all responsive, joined in and gave great
feedback as well as contact details for us to keep in touch and send further resources to.
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